
Propane School Buses Fuel  
a Bright Future for Children
Everyone deserves access to environmentally friendly energy—especially children 
still learning in school. Whether you’re a parent, guardian, educator or are otherwise 
helping students find success, advocating for better choices in school transportation 
can make a positive impact on their future. Bringing propane school buses to your 
school district is one of the best ways to do that. Here’s how to get started.

GET INVOLVED  

You don’t have to be an expert in energy or school transportation 
to make a difference for children—even reading these tips and 
thinking about the benefits of propane buses are a great start. 
You can print this piece and take it to school functions like PTA 
meetings, to begin the conversation with decision-makers in your 
school district.

propane.com
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CONSIDER CLEANER CHOICES   

The World Health Organization identifies diesel exhaust produced 
by buses as a carcinogen, which can cause cancer as well as 
aggravate breathing issues like asthma. Propane buses not only 
eliminate this harmful exhaust, but reduce nitrogen oxide emissions 
by 96%, according to a West Virginia University study. Plus, a 
Georgia State University study revealed that children using lower 
emission transportation, such as propane buses, earned higher 
English test scores, showing that cleaner choices have benefits 
inside the classroom, too. 
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SUPPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT SAVINGS  

Meeting modern emissions standards for diesel buses, along 
with higher fuel costs, can quickly drain a transportation 
department’s budget. Historically, propane costs less than 
diesel at the pump, with savings translating to more teachers, 
more supplies and more activities. In Nebraska, Omaha Public 
Schools reports they saved enough in a single year to hire five 
new teachers. Meanwhile, electric buses may require even 
greater investments. For the cost of a single electric bus, 
school districts can purchase three propane buses, benefiting 
their bottom line while reducing harmful emissions. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
To learn more about propane-powered 
buses, visit BetterOurBuses.com.

THE PROPANE EDUCATION & RESEARCH COUNCIL was authorized by the U.S. Congress with the passage of 
Public Law 104-284, the Propane Education and Research Act (PERA), signed into law on October 11, 1996.  
The mission of the Propane Education & Research Council is to promote the safe, efficient use of odorized 
propane gas as a preferred energy source.
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SHARE SAFETY STATS WITH PARENTS   

Propane buses have been trusted for their safety for decades— 
in fact, San Antonio’s Northside Independent School District has 
operated on propane since 1975. Propane meets rigorous U.S. 
FMVSS and Canadian CMVSS safety standards, and is an approved 
fuel listed in the 1990 Clean Air Act. Propane poses no harm to 
groundwater, surface water or soil; it’s non-poisonous to humans 
and nontoxic to the environment. In a word, propane is safe. 
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SEE THE IMPACT IN YOUR STATE    

Across the country, school districts are consistently seeing how 
propane buses can benefit children and the communities that 
support them. Wondering what the overall positive environmental 
impact looks like in your state? Explore the map on Propane.com/
BusMap for a look at how the switch from diesel to propane has 
reduced emissions in your state. 
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HELP TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS LEARN MORE     

Once you’ve started a conversation with your school district 
about how propane school buses can benefit children in your 
community, ask them to visit Propane.com/SchoolTransportation, 
where they will find detailed information about vehicle 
manufacturers, refueling options, maintenance and more.
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HEAR THE DIFFERENCE FOR YOURSELF    

Propane buses offer a noticeably quieter operation when 
compared to diesel buses and create a less disruptive and safer 
environment for both children on the buses and their drivers. 
Because of the noise generated by a diesel school bus, a driver 
may not be able to hear critically important sounds from inside or 
outside the bus. 
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STUDY SCHOOLS THAT HAVE MADE THE SWITCH   

The proven performance and popularity of propane school buses 
are so widespread, it’s not hard to find a school district talking 
about propane’s safety, versatility and reliability. By visiting 
BetterOurBuses.com, you can watch case study videos from these 
satisfied school districts—such as Northside Independent School 
District in Texas, which is saving $1.3 million a year on fuel alone.
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STICK TO YOUR TALKING POINTS 

Consider what is most important to you when it comes time 
to talk to your school district, and then stay focused on those 
points. Here are some potential thought-starters: 

•	 How could your community benefit from a reduction in 
harmful diesel emissions? 

•	 Can propane school buses increase student safety? 

•	 Will cost savings in the transportation department benefit 
children in the classroom?

•	 What kind of buses does your school district currently use?

•	 Are there plans to replace older buses in the near future, and 
do those plans include propane school buses? 
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TALK TO YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT   

Even though propane school buses are proven to improve air 
quality throughout communities, most children still ride to school 
on a diesel bus. Engaging with your school district about a more 
environmentally friendly option for students is a crucial part 
of bringing about beneficial change. You may find that simply 
sending an email or a letter to your school district’s transportation 
department can ultimately lead to effective change. 
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